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Headteacher’s Welcome:

Ashdon Primary School is a very special place, with a distinctive vision and commitment

in the pursuit of excellence, in all that we do.

We are very proud of our school with an excellent team of dedicated teachers, support staff and its
enthusiastic and tenacious pupils. All come together to create a lively and engaging atmosphere in
which to teach, learn and support. We are privileged to add to this our supportive parents and engaged
governors. Our school has a community feel where we all are working together to make our school truly a special
place.

High expectations and determination for teaching, and learning permeates through all that we do which is the
heartbeat of our school. Our Ashdon values are at the centre of our school: Challenge, Care and Celebrate. We also
teach, value and model other important aspects that are priceless in our pupils lives. These are: Friendship,
Thankfulness, Truthfulness, Trust, Forgiveness, Respect and Admiration and Responsibility.

Our pupils are keen to learn and to be involved in the running of our school. A walk through the school affords you
an insight into their amazing artwork and other achievements. Their views are expressed and shared via our pupil
voice opportunities e.g. student council; surveys; reflection assemblies and our ‘open door’ approach in school.

Our website provides a great deal of information about the school; however, if you wish to know more, please do

not hesitate to contact me or come and see the school in action for yourself. )

| hope to welcome you to Ashdon Primary in the near future.

Kind regards, ’
Mrs. Reynecke-Raybould B




Vision & Values:

At Ashdon we recognise and celebrate that everyone is an individual and we value and respect them as such.

As a community, we welcome the work and support of our families, other professionals and services so that we can nurture
and educate our pupils in a rounded way, ensuring a combination of academic, social and emotional learning.

We enable our pupils to be confident, independent, happy and successful young people, prepared and ready to embark upon
the next stage of their learning journey.

Through our values we challenge, celebrate and care for our pupils!

Challenge:

We aim to provide an enriched curriculum, and environment that excites and stimulates our pupils in their learning, as well
as challenges them in their thinking. Through additional exposure to experiences in life and learning we challenge them for
their futures, gaining the skills and knowledge to attend any university of their choice or pursue any career of their dreams.

Celebrate:

We welcome and celebrate every pupil as an individual that will learn skills and gain knowledge through appropriate support.
We celebrate achievements based on individual progress - which is the most important. We celebrate a variety of aspects in
and out of school and enjoy our pupils showing off their skills and achievements, may it be academic or otherwise.

Care:

Even though all three of our values are the foundation of our vision we, at Ashdon know that caring is the most important. If
pupils feel cared for they will be tenacious, aspirational, seek challenge and celebrate their individual achievements.




Our School:

Ashdon is a mixed year group school from Reception to Year 6.

We currently have 60 pupils on roll and we can take up to 105 pupils.

We have 4 classes:

* Mars Class — Reception; Year 1

 Mercury Class — Year 2 (pm)

e Saturn Class — Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 (am) and Year 3 and Year 4 (pm)
e Jupiter Class — Year 5 and Year 6

Staffing:

* We have 6 class teachers (some part time/cover teachers/headteacher)
* We have 4 teaching assistants

* We have 2 admin staff

 We have a P.E coach

* We have a music teacher

 We have 1 volunteer )
* We have 1 piano teacher; a trumpet/cornet teacher; violin teacher
* We have 4 mealtime supervisors and a school caterer
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What we do before and during new
Reception intakes:

* Open Morning an Evening
* Private School Tours

* Story Time at the local Nurseries

e Taster Stay and Play Sessions — Autumn Term

e Stay and Play Sessions — Summer Term

 Come Dine with Us —Summer Term

* Home Visits — Summer Term

* Nursery Visits —Summer Term

* New Reception Parent’s Information Meeting — Summer Term
* Activity Packs for the Summer
* Short staggered start




Meet our Staff:




This is our Environment:




Benefits of Mixed Year Groups:

Evidence based research conducted by Dr. Montessori, Simon Veenman and many more suggests that there are more
benefits than not when it comes to mixed ability/age groups.

Research confirms that pupils in mixed age classes scored academically in line with pupils in single aged classes. In fact,
pupils in mixed classes scored higher in attitudes towards school, personal flexibility/regulation and how they perceive
themselves. They also highlighted that age is not always an accurate measure for every pupil when we consider
emotional, social, physical and cognitive development.

At Ashdon we have the opportunity to stream our pupils into the relevant groups they fit in to ensure that we support
them in a more bespoke manner, which is more beneficial for making progress. We create leaders from a young age
with our buddy up system, where some of the older/more confident pupils also support some of the younger/less
confident pupils during some activities e.g. playtime, lunchtime, reading buddies etc.

We know that pupils learn from their teachers but also from their peers which is a huge benefit for social and oral
development for such young children.

We believe, not just from extensive research that mixed classes create a diverse environment for our pupils that
fosters a 'growth mind-set' where pupils feel that they can learn skills and gain knowledge and these aspects can be
learned and developed.

We have a huge benefit having our Reception pupils with our Year 1 pupils as we can closely manage a much more
supportive and bespoke transition for our pupils when they go into KS1. Our teachers are fully equipped to support
even our most vulnerable of pupils through this as they understand the development from the EYFS curriculum )

leading into the KS1 National Curriculum. This is one of the most daunting aspects in single aged schools as the pupils
move to another teacher and another year group and can be an emotional and an academic challenge for some. This is
a great benefit for both pupils and parents.
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Curriculum:

The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support
their healthy development.

Your child will be:

* Learning skills

* Acquiring new knowledge

 Demonstrate their understanding through 7 areas of learning
* These areas are all important and interconnected




Curriculum:

Three areas are particularly important for igniting children’s curiosity and
enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving.

These are the prime areas:

e Communication and language;

¢ Physical development;

¢ Personal, social and emotional development

We also support children’s learning in four specific areas, through which the three prime
areas are strengthened and applied.
These are the specific areas:

e Literacy;

e Mathematics;

¢ Understanding the world;

e Expressive arts and design




Day at Ashdon:

08:50 — School gates open, members of teaching staff available
on playground

09:00 — Whistle blown, pupils line up and are taken into the
school and school day begins with a register being taken

10:45 — Break time for all pupils

11:00 — End of break / beginning of 2nd morning session

12:15 — Early Years and Key Stage 1 lunch begins

13:25 — End of lunch for all pupils. Afternoon session begins with
the register being taken )
15:30 — End of the school day
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Staggered Start:

* Wednesday 2nd September 2026 (Day 1) = 08:50-12:00

* Thursday 3rd September 2026 (Day 2) = 08:50-13:15 (stay
for lunch and go home after lunch)

* Friday 4th September 2026 (Day 3 onwards) = 08:50-
15:30 (stay for the whole day)




Lunches at Ashdon:

* Lunchiseverydayat12:15-13:30

* We have a two-week lunch menu

* |If you choose to provide you child with a packed lunch, please
make sure that it is healthy. Only one small treat.

* No nuts as we are a nut-free school




Snacks at Ashdon:

* Until children are 5 years old, children will get a free milk for

shack time
* Pupil premium pupils will get milk for free beyond the age of 5

years
* Children in EYFS and KS1 receive a free fruit or vegetable for

their snack every day




Assemblles

We have multiple assemblies throughout the week.

 Some are together as a whole school; some are in phases; some are in classes etc.

* Parents are invited to the Friday Celebration Assemblies at 09:15. We celebrate
learning — pupils showing off what they learned throughout the week; we celebrate
individual efforts of pupils where they receive a ‘star of the week’ certificate;
'pawsome’ reader of the week certificate; celebrating the class with the highest
attendance for the week; we celebrate house-cup winners, amongst many other
more individualised celebrations. Pupils also have an opportunity to sing to parents
during this assembly.

 We also have our 'My Happy Mind' assemblies every Wednesday in each class,
focusing on pupils' mental wellbeing.

*  We sometimes arrange special assemblies led by teachers or Revd Brundritt/Romey
from the Baptist/Angican churches. This is usually linked to kindness and care,
making good choices and correcting mistakes we all make. )

 We also have a music assembly for the whole school every other Tuesday led by

our music teacher Mrs Clark.




Rewards and Sanctions:

* We use positive praise to encourage our pupils to
make the right/better choices

* We use Dojo points where they can earn a variety of
rewards for effort; kindness; tenacity; working hard
etc.

* We also have 3 houses: Ash; ElIm and Oak. Pupils can
earn rewards for their houses as well. They tally all
the points for this every week and the house
captains announce this during the Friday Celebration
Assembly.




Behaviour:

School Rules:

* WE ARE GENTLE We don’t hurt others
« WE ARE KIND AND HELPFUL We don’t hurt anybody’s feelings
 WE LISTEN We don’t interrupt

* WE ARE HONEST We don’t cover up the truth

« WE WORK HARD We don’t waste our own or others’ time

« WE LOOK AFTER PROPERTY We don’t waste or damage things




Behaviour:

Principals

That every member of the school community is valued and respected
so that all can live and work together in a supportive environment in
which everyone feels happy, safe and secure.

That every member of the school community will behave in a
considerate way towards others.

That children will become positive, responsible and increasingly
independent members of the school community.

That adults should have a positive approach when dealing with
children.

That good behaviour should be taught and learnt, as is any other
subject.

That this policy will be applied in a fair and consistent way.




Uniform

Trousers Navy Blue
Shorts Navy Blue (Srmart)
Skirts Navy Blue

Pinafore

Navy Blue

Polo Shirt

Light Blue

Jumpers

Navy Blue

Cardigans

Navy Blue

Sweatshirt

Navy Blue

SummMmer

Blue & White Check

Dress

School Black

Shoes (No Trainers)

P.E Kit Navy Sweatshirt &
VwWinter Tracksuit Bottoms
P.E Kit Navy Polo Shirt and
Summer Navy Blue Shorts

P.E Shoes

Black Plimsolls or Black
Ttrainers

Swimming
Kit

e Swimsuit (girls)
e Swimming Trunks

(bovy)
e Swimming hat
e Pool will mnot allow

boys wearing long
swimming trunks
e Towel




P.E Kit and Getting Dressed:

* Children will bring their P.E kit to school and get
changed in school.

* Children will have to practice getting dressed and
undressed at home during the summer holidays or
earlier if you want to

* All clothing must be clearly labelled and relabelled if the
label fades or fall off




Toilet Trained:

* All children should be fully toilet trained before they
start in September

* Children need to also bring in a change of underwear in
chase they do have an accident




Wrap Around Care:

‘Kidz Active’ provides our wrap around care. They lead our
breakfast club every morning from 08:00-08:50, where children
are provided with a breakfast and can take part in various
activities.

They also lead after-school club from 15:30-17:30 every day,
focusing on a selection of activities! Children are also provided
with a snack during the after-school club.
https://www.ashdon.essex.sch.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-

clubs/ and https://www.kidzactive.co.uk/contact-us/ )
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Attendance:

At Ashdon we expect all pupils to have an attendance rate of 98%

 Attendance below this effects pupils learning

 We understand that families have unavoidable circumstances and this will be
reviewed at the request of school absence

 The headteacher will however grant holiday requests as unauthorised

* [tisimportant to make parents aware that a fine will be actioned by Essex
County Council for children that miss 10 sessions (5 days) unauthorised
absences

* Persistent absence (PA) is defined as an attendance rate of 90% or below

* These absences can unfortunately have serious implications for families — a
penalty fine of £2500 per parent, per child as well as a criminal record )




Admissions:

Open from 10th November 2025 until 15" Januar
2026

Primary school places | Essex County Council

Contact our admin team to assist you with admissions
information if needed

Read our admissions policy Policies | Ashdon Primary
Website

Read our Ofsted report Ofsted | Ashdon Primary
Website



https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-school-places
https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-school-places
https://www.ashdonprimaryschool.com/policies
https://www.ashdonprimaryschool.com/policies
https://www.ashdonprimaryschool.com/ofsted
https://www.ashdonprimaryschool.com/ofsted

What we need Parents/Carers to do:

. Read all the information clicking on this link: Primary school places | Essex County Council
Admissions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3V8Sa3hiTu4
. Book your child's stay and play sessions by contacting our admin team:
- Thursday 20th November 09:30-11:00
- Wednesday 26" November 13:45-15:00
- Tuesday 9" December 13:45-15:00
e  Once you have a placement (parent usually are informed around April):
e  Complete the Ashdon Primary School Information Pack with as much detail as possible and hand it back to the
admin team. For safeguarding reasons there must be 2 contacts on the information form. Please speak to us if
this is a problem.
. Complete the Pupil Premium document if you are eligible and hand it back to school to the school admin team
. Book your Stay and Play sessions (these dates will be released during the Spring term)
. Book your attendance for the 'Come Dine with Us' session (these dates will be released during the Spring term)
. Book your place at the parents' information morning (these dates will be released during the Spring term)
Your will be contacted to select a home visit date and time. You will also receive a Summer Activity pack for
your child to keep them busy during the Summer holidays. )



https://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/admissions/primary-school-places
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3V8Sa3hlTu4

Thank you!

If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact
the school and we will
answer your questions

ASAP? .
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