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Safeguarding Statement
Ashdon Primary School takes seriously its responsibility to protect the welfare of the children in its care, believing that “The welfare of the child is paramount” (Children Act 1989).
This document plays an integral part in our aim to safeguard our children and ensure their wellbeing in order to promote their optimum development.

Rationale
This SEND Information Report is a statutory document required under the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014. It is written for parents, carers and families and is designed to answer the questions you are most likely to have about how Ashdon Primary School supports children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).
It should be read alongside our SEND Policy, which sets out our legal duties and overall approach to SEND. Both documents are published on our school website and reviewed every year.
If you have a question that is not answered here, or if you would like to discuss your child’s needs with us, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Contact Us
	School name
	Ashdon Primary School

	Address
	School Road, Ashdon, Saffron Walden, Essex, CB10 2HB

	Telephone
	01799 584219

	Email
	admin@ashdon.essex.sch.uk

	Headteacher
	Mrs Marné Reynecke-Raybould

	SENCo
	Mrs Ros Jarmain

	Essex Local Offer
	www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk



Our Ethos and Commitment to Inclusion
Ashdon Primary School is a small, close-knit village school serving the communities of Ashdon and Hadstock. We are proud to be a school where every child is known by name, valued as an individual and supported to achieve their very best.
We are an inclusive school. We believe that every child, regardless of their needs or abilities, belongs here and deserves access to a rich, stimulating and ambitious education. We do not see SEND as a barrier to success — we see it as a call to teach more creatively, more responsively and with greater care.
Our three values — Care, Challenge and Celebrate — shape everything we do for children with SEND:
1. We Care deeply about the wellbeing, happiness and safety of every child with SEND and their family
1. We Challenge every child to reach their full potential, because high expectations belong to every child, not just some
1. We Celebrate the progress and achievements of children with SEND, however they look, and make sure every child feels proud of who they are

How We Support Children with SEND
The sections below answer the questions we are most commonly asked by parents and carers of children with SEND.

	How does Ashdon Primary School know if my child needs extra help?

	We use a wide range of information to identify children who may need additional support, including:
1. Ongoing teacher observation and assessment in class
1. Half-termly and termly review of progress data
1. Information shared by parents and carers — we take every concern seriously
1. Information from pre-schools, nurseries or previous schools
1. Screening tools and assessments used by our SENCo
1. Advice from health professionals and external specialists
1. The child’s own views
We hold weekly staff meetings where all pupils are discussed and any concerns are raised and acted upon. We also speak with parents informally every day and take those conversations seriously.
If you are worried about your child, please speak to their class teacher or our SENCo. You do not have to wait for us to raise a concern — we welcome your views at any time.



	What should I do if I think my child has SEND?

	Please speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance. They will share your concern with our SENCo, Mrs Ros Jarmain, who will arrange to meet with you to discuss what you have noticed and what we have observed in school.
Together, we will agree next steps. No decision about your child’s support will be made without involving you.



	How will Ashdon Primary School support my child?

	Support at Ashdon is built on a simple principle: the best starting point for any child is excellent classroom teaching. Our teachers plan lessons that are accessible to all pupils, using a range of strategies, resources and approaches to meet different learning needs. This is called Quality First Teaching.
Where Quality First Teaching alone is not enough, we put additional support in place. This may include:
1. Small group or one-to-one interventions delivered by a teacher or teaching assistant
1. Individual programmes tailored to your child’s specific needs
1. Specialist equipment or resources (see below)
1. Support from external specialists
All additional support is planned collaboratively with you and your child, set out in a One Plan, and reviewed at least every term.



	How will I know what support my child is getting and whether it is working?

	You will be involved in every step of your child’s support. We will:
1. Invite you to meetings to discuss your child’s One Plan at least once a term
1. Share your child’s progress with you at parents’ evenings and in written reports
1. Contact you if we have a concern or if there is a change in your child’s needs
1. Welcome you to contact us at any time with questions
Your views, and your child’s views, are central to everything we plan. We want you to feel like a genuine partner in your child’s education.



	How will you adapt the curriculum and environment for my child?

	We make a wide range of adaptations to ensure every child can access our curriculum fully. These include:
1. Flexible seating arrangements and classroom organisation
1. Visual timetables and prompts
1. Adapted resources including overlays, larger print, sloped writing boards and specialist scissors and stationery
1. Access to computers, tablets and other assistive technology
1. Structured routines and consistent expectations to support children with autism or SEMH needs
1. Adapted activities and alternative ways of recording work
1. Pre-teaching of vocabulary or concepts before a lesson
1. Sensory breaks or movement opportunities within the school day
We also work to ensure that the physical environment of the school is accessible and welcoming for all children, in line with our Accessibility Plan.



	What support is available for my child’s emotional wellbeing and mental health?

	We take the emotional wellbeing of all our pupils seriously. For children with SEND, this is especially important.
At Ashdon, we have Jaffle — our trained therapy dog — who works with children across the school, including those who benefit from animal-assisted support for anxiety, low confidence or social and emotional difficulties. Jaffle is a much-loved member of our school community and has made a significant difference to the wellbeing of many of our pupils.
We also offer:
1. Regular check-ins with a trusted adult for children who need additional emotional support
1. Access to calm, quiet spaces within school
1. Social skills groups where appropriate
1. Referral to CAMHS, the school nurse or other specialist services where needed
1. Support for families as well as children, through our pastoral team and the Home School Liaison Worker



	What specialist equipment and facilities does the school have?

	We have a range of resources to support pupils with SEND, including:
1. A wide range of reading and spelling materials, including phonics resources and high-interest, lower-level reading books
1. Sloped writing boards
1. Adapted scissors and specialist stationery
1. Visual prompts, symbol cards and communication aids
1. Access to computers, tablets and assistive technology software
1. Sensory resources for children with sensory processing needs
Where a child requires specialist equipment that we do not currently hold, we work with the Local Authority and external agencies to source what is needed.



	Who are the specialists and external agencies you work with?

	We work closely with a wide range of external specialists, including:
1. Speech and Language Therapists
1. Educational Psychologists
1. Occupational Therapists
1. The School Nurse
1. CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services)
1. The Specialist Teaching Team (Essex County Council)
1. The Behaviour Support Team
1. Relate counsellors
1. Home School Liaison Workers
We seek advice from these professionals when assessing children’s needs and when constructing Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans. Involvement of external agencies is always discussed with you first and your consent is obtained before any referral is made.



	What training and expertise do staff have in relation to SEND?

	Our SENCo, Mrs Ros Jarmain, is a qualified and experienced class teacher who holds the National Post Graduate SENCo Award (NASENCo). She attends regular SENCo network meetings to stay up to date with local and national developments.
All of our teaching assistants receive regular training in supporting pupils with SEND. Current and recent areas of training include:
1. Speech and Language Therapy delivery programmes
1. Narrative Therapy
1. Plus One Maths intervention
1. Read Write Inc
1. Social Stories
1. Visual Coding
All new staff receive SEND training as part of their induction. The SENCo supports and advises all members of staff on meeting individual pupils’ needs.



	How will you support my child as they move between classes or schools?

	We understand that transitions can be particularly challenging for children with SEND. We plan carefully for every transition to make it as smooth as possible.
When moving between year groups:
1. Class-to-class transition meetings take place each summer, at which the needs and strategies for every child with SEND are shared with the incoming teacher
1. Additional visits to the new classroom may be arranged for children who find change difficult
1. Parents are kept informed and involved throughout
When joining Ashdon Primary School:
1. Our Reception teacher meets with all pre-school settings to discuss individual needs before children start school
1. All children visit the school before they start; children with SEND may have additional visits
1. We liaise with the local area pre-school SENCo where appropriate
When moving to secondary school:
1. We participate fully in the Year 6 to Year 7 transition programme led by local secondary schools
1. Our SENCo meets with the secondary school SENCO to share information about each child with SEND
1. Additional transition visits are arranged where needed
1. All SEND documentation is transferred promptly to the receiving school



	How will my child be involved in decisions about their own education?

	We believe children have important and valid views about their own learning and we make sure their voice is heard. Children with SEND are involved in their One Plan reviews in a way that is appropriate to their age and understanding. We may use:
1. Pupil review questionnaires
1. Conversation and discussion with their teacher or SENCo
1. Drawing, symbol cards or other tools to help younger or non-verbal children express their views
We also ensure that pupils with SEND are involved in school life alongside their peers, including in assemblies, clubs, trips, sports and whole-school events.



	How do you involve parents and carers in decisions about SEND support?

	You are central to everything we do for your child. From the moment a concern is raised, we work with you — not for you. You will always be:
1. Consulted before any SEND support is put in place
1. Invited to One Plan review meetings at least every term
1. Kept informed of your child’s progress through parents’ evenings and reports
1. Involved in any referral to an external specialist
1. Included in the EHC needs assessment process, if one is requested
We also share strategies and approaches that you can use at home to reinforce what we are doing in school. If you would ever like to discuss your child’s needs between scheduled meetings, please contact us — we are always happy to talk.



	What happens if my child needs an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan?

	If we believe that your child’s needs are complex and cannot be met through SEND support alone, we will discuss requesting an EHC needs assessment from Essex County Council with you.
An EHC plan brings together your child’s education, health and social care needs in one document. The assessment process involves you, your child, school and any relevant professionals. Essex County Council has a statutory duty to complete the assessment within 20 weeks of the request.
If an EHC plan is issued, it is reviewed annually. You, your child, school staff and any relevant professionals are all involved in the annual review.
For more information about EHC plans and the assessment process, please visit the Essex Local Offer at www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk



	How do you evaluate whether SEND support is making a difference?

	We take our responsibility to evaluate the impact of SEND provision seriously. We do this by:
1. Reviewing progress data for all pupils with SEND at termly pupil progress meetings
1. Reviewing One Plans termly with class teachers, parents and pupils
1. Learning walks and classroom observations focused on SEND provision
1. Pupil and parent perception surveys
1. The SEND governor’s regular monitoring visits
1. Annual review of the SEND Policy and this Information Report
Where provision is not having the expected impact, we review and revise our approach. We are always honest with you about what is working and what we are doing differently.



	What if I have a concern or complaint about SEND provision?

	We hope that any concern can be resolved through open and honest conversation. If you have a concern, please speak to your child’s class teacher or to our SENCo, Mrs Ros Jarmain, in the first instance.
If your concern is not resolved, please contact the Headteacher, Mrs Reynecke-Raybould.
If the matter remains unresolved after following the school’s complaints procedure, you may contact the Department for Education’s School Complaints Unit.
Parents of children with EHC plans also have the right of appeal to the First-tier Tribunal (SEND). Information about this process is available from the Essex Local Offer and from SENDIAS (the SEND Information, Advice and Support Service for Essex).



The Essex Local Offer
The Essex Local Offer provides information about public services available to children and young people with SEND across education, health and social care, as well as services provided by the private, voluntary and community sectors.
You can access the Essex Local Offer at: www.essexlocaloffer.org.uk
You can also contact SENDIAS (the SEND Information, Advice and Support Service for Essex) for independent advice and support. They can be reached at: www.essexsendiass.co.uk

Review
This SEND Information Report is reviewed annually in line with statutory requirements. It is published on the school website. Parents and carers are encouraged to contribute to its review — if you have feedback on this document or suggestions for how it could be improved, please contact Mrs Ros Jarmain.

Signed by:

_________________________________

The Chair of Governors

Date: _______________________________

This document will be reviewed annually
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