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Safeguarding Statement
Ashdon Primary School takes seriously its responsibility to protect the welfare of the children in its care, believing that “The welfare of the child is paramount” (Children Act 1989).
This policy plays an integral part in our aim to safeguard our children and ensure their wellbeing in order to promote their optimum development.

Rationale
Children’s sexual behaviour exists on a wide continuum, ranging from normal and developmentally expected behaviour through to inappropriate, problematic, abusive and violent. Harmful Sexual Behaviour (HSB) is developmentally inappropriate and may cause significant and lasting harm. It can occur in person, online, or both simultaneously.
At Ashdon Primary School, we recognise that children can both be vulnerable to and capable of harmful sexual behaviour. We take every report or concern seriously, act promptly and follow our child protection procedures in all cases. We are guided at all times by the best interests of all children involved.
This policy is written in accordance with Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025 (KCSIE 2025), Part 5, which incorporates the DfE’s guidance ‘Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment Between Children in Schools and Colleges’. It should be read alongside our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.

	
	Ashdon Primary School has a zero-tolerance approach to harmful sexual behaviour, sexual violence and sexual harassment.

Such behaviour is never acceptable and will never be tolerated. It must never be passed off as “banter”, “just having a laugh”, “a part of growing up” or “boys being boys”. Failure to challenge these behaviours creates a culture that normalises abuse and makes our school unsafe.



	
	★ Our values in action:
1. We Care by creating an environment where every child feels safe, heard and believed when they raise a concern
1. We Challenge any behaviour or attitude that treats others with disrespect, including all forms of sexual harassment and abuse
1. We Celebrate children who speak up, seek help and support each other — doing so takes courage and we recognise it



A Note on Language
Within this policy, we use the terms ‘victim’ and ‘alleged perpetrator’ as widely recognised terms. We are aware that a child who has reported abuse may not consider themselves a victim and may not want to be described in that way. We are equally aware that a child reported to have displayed abusive behaviour may not recognise that they have done so.
We are conscious of the language we use when managing reported abuse, particularly when speaking directly with children, and will always use whatever term a child is most comfortable with. This is considered carefully on a case-by-case basis.

What Harmful Sexual Behaviour Means
Sexual Violence
Sexual violence means sexual offences under the Sexual Offences Act 2003, including:
1. Rape
1. Assault by penetration
1. Sexual assault (including inappropriate or unwanted sexualised touching)
1. Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent

A child under the age of 13 can never consent to any sexual activity. Consent requires the freedom and capacity to choose.
Sexual Harassment
Sexual harassment means unwanted conduct of a sexual nature. It can occur online and offline, inside and outside school, and includes:
1. Sexual comments, stories, lewd remarks or sexualised names
1. Sexual ‘jokes’ or taunting
1. Physical behaviour such as deliberately brushing against someone or interfering with their clothing
1. Displaying pictures, photos or drawings of a sexual nature
1. Upskirting — taking images under a person’s clothing without consent (a criminal offence)
Online Sexual Harassment
Online harmful sexual behaviour may be a single incident or part of a wider pattern, and includes:
1. Consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images or videos (a criminal offence when it involves a child)
1. Sharing of unwanted explicit content
1. Sexualised online bullying
1. Unwanted sexual comments or messages, including on social media
1. Sexual exploitation, coercion and threats
1. Coercing others into sharing images or performing acts online
1. Cyberflashing — sending unsolicited sexual images to another person (a criminal offence under the Online Safety Act 2023)
1. Creating, sharing or distributing AI-generated or digitally altered sexual images of peers (deepfakes) — this is a serious safeguarding concern and may constitute a criminal offence
Where Harmful Sexual Behaviour Can Occur
HSB can occur in any setting — at school, at home, in public places and online. Within school, it may occur in supervised and unsupervised areas including toilets, corridors, changing areas, outside spaces and during travel. We are alert to risks in all settings.

Preventative Work
Teaching Children
We use Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) to help our children understand how to recognise and report abuse, including emotional, physical and sexual abuse. Through our curriculum, children learn about:
1. Respectful relationships in all contexts, including online
1. Boundaries, consent and privacy — including that children have rights over their own bodies
1. How to stay safe online and what to do if something goes wrong
1. That sexual violence and sexual harassment are never the fault of the person who experiences them
1. How to report a concern to a trusted adult, and that they will be taken seriously
All teaching is delivered in an age-appropriate way. We balance helping children make safe decisions with being absolutely clear that the responsibility for abuse always lies with the person who commits it — never with the victim.
We understand that children may not always feel able to talk to adults about child-on-child sexual abuse. We actively create opportunities for children to share their thoughts, respond to their concerns and listen to them without judgement.
Working with Parents and Carers
We work in partnership with parents and carers to keep children safe. We help parents understand:
1. What is meant by harmful sexual behaviour and how it can occur
1. The likely signs that such behaviour may be taking place
1. What to do if they have a concern
1. How to talk to their child about online safety, consent and healthy relationships
Further information and resources for parents are available from the NSPCC, the Lucy Faithfull Foundation and the UK Safer Internet Centre.
Staff Training
All staff receive annual safeguarding training which includes awareness of harmful sexual behaviour — how to recognise the signs, how to respond to a report and how to support children. Staff are kept up to date with new guidance and emerging issues through regular updates from the DSL.

Managing Reports of Harmful Sexual Behaviour
When a Child Makes a Report
The wellbeing of our children is always central to our approach. Any child making a report will be treated respectfully and with care. We will:
1. Listen carefully and without judgement
1. Reassure the child that they are being taken seriously and will be supported and kept safe
1. Never make a child feel that they are causing a problem by reporting
1. Never suggest that the child is at fault or in any way responsible
1. Manage any report with two members of staff present wherever possible, including the DSL or DDSL
1. Ensure the child knows they can speak to us again at any time
Abuse that occurs online or outside school will not be downplayed — it will be treated with the same seriousness as abuse that occurs on site.
Confidentiality and Information Sharing
Staff will never guarantee confidentiality to any child, parent or carer about a safeguarding concern, nor promise to keep a secret. Where a child protection concern exists, it must be reported to the DSL and may require referral to statutory agencies.
Parents and carers will normally be informed about any report of abuse, unless doing so may place the victim at greater risk. In some cases, a referral to Children’s Social Care or the police may be made even against a child’s wishes. In such cases, the reasons will be explained and the child will be supported throughout.
Anonymity
We take all reasonable steps to protect the anonymity of children involved in any report of harmful sexual behaviour. We consider carefully which staff need to know and what information they need. We are aware of the risks posed by social media in spreading rumour or exposing a child’s identity, and we address this where it becomes a factor.
Online Incidents
Where a report includes an online element, we work in accordance with government guidance on searching, screening and confiscation, and the UKCIS guidance on sharing nudes and semi-nude images. We will never view an illegal image of a child as part of our response, unless absolutely necessary in exceptional circumstances, and we will never forward such an image. AI-generated or digitally altered images are treated with the same seriousness as other illegal imagery.
Mandatory Reporting
The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 introduces mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse in England. Under this legislation, specified school staff — including teachers and the Designated Safeguarding Lead — are legally required to report to the police or local authority where they know or suspect that a child has experienced sexual abuse.
This is a significant change from previous practice, where reporting was a matter of professional judgement. At Ashdon Primary School:
1. All staff are made aware of their mandatory reporting duty as part of annual safeguarding training
1. Any member of staff who knows or suspects that a child has experienced sexual abuse must report this to the DSL without delay
1. The DSL is responsible for making the mandatory report to the police or local authority
1. Staff are protected from liability when making a mandatory report in good faith
1. The mandatory reporting duty sits alongside — and does not replace — our existing child protection and safeguarding procedures
The DfE will publish statutory guidance on mandatory reporting. This policy will be updated as soon as that guidance is issued.
Recording
All reports of harmful sexual behaviour are recorded as soon as possible in line with our Child Protection Policy. The record will include what was said or seen, the date, time and location, and (where appropriate) a body map. The record is presented to the DSL, who decides on appropriate action and records this accordingly.
If a child is at immediate risk of harm, the DSL is informed immediately and recording follows as soon as possible afterwards.
Investigation
The DSL leads all investigations into reports of harmful sexual behaviour and liaises with Children’s Social Care, the police and other agencies as appropriate. The DSL maintains accurate records at every stage and is the main point of contact for parents and carers.

Risk Assessment
Following any report of harmful sexual behaviour, the school will usually complete a risk assessment. This will consider:
1. The victim and any immediate actions needed to protect them
1. Whether there may be other victims
1. The alleged perpetrator and any risks they may pose
1. The time and location of the incident and any actions needed to make the environment safer
1. All other children and staff at the school and any protective measures needed
The risk assessment is recorded and reviewed regularly. Wherever possible, the victim, alleged perpetrator and their parents and carers are invited to contribute to it. We actively monitor all risks identified and put measures in place accordingly.

Considerations in Managing Reports
All concerns are considered carefully and individually. Our approach is guided by:
1. The wishes of the victim in terms of how they want to proceed
1. The nature of the alleged incident, including whether a criminal offence may have been committed
1. The ages and developmental stages of all children involved
1. Any power imbalance between the children involved
1. Whether the incident is a one-off or part of a sustained pattern
1. The possibility of abuse within intimate personal relationships between children
1. The importance of understanding intra-familial harms and any support needed for siblings
1. Any ongoing risks to the victim, other children or school staff
1. Any wider context or related issues
Our response is never judgemental about the guilt of an alleged perpetrator and always considers the interests and safety of all children involved.

Supporting Children
Supporting a Victim
We assess what short-term and long-term support a child may need. We work with the child’s existing support network and with other agencies, always in accordance with the child’s wishes and — where appropriate — in discussion with parents and carers.
Immediate support may include adaptations to timetable or in-school arrangements, and steps to protect the child from unwanted peer attention as a result of making a report. We review these arrangements regularly to ensure they continue to meet the child’s needs.
Where needed, we make referrals to mental health services, specialist support agencies or the Internet Watch Foundation (to remove illegal images). Support for victims may be maintained for a significant period of time.
Supporting an Alleged Perpetrator
We have a duty of care to all children, including those who have displayed harmful sexual behaviour. Some children may not realise their behaviour was abusive. We will not use language that criminalises or stigmatises the child, and will ensure any intervention is at the least intrusive level required to effectively address the behaviour.
We consider the child’s needs, any risks to their safety and what multi-agency responses may be needed. We will carefully consider when and how to inform an alleged perpetrator about a report, and will seek advice from Children’s Social Care or the police where appropriate before doing so.
Supporting Children Who Have Witnessed HSB
Children who have witnessed harmful sexual behaviour or been otherwise affected may also need support. We will consider this as part of our risk assessment and ongoing work, and provide appropriate pastoral support.

Outcomes
Managing Internally
In some cases of sexual harassment — for example, a one-off incident that does not meet the threshold for statutory intervention — we may address the matter through our Behaviour and Discipline Policy and provide pastoral support. This is only appropriate where neither child requires early help or statutory intervention.
Early Help
Where statutory intervention is not required, we may use early help to provide support as soon as a problem emerges. Early help can be particularly effective in addressing non-violent harmful sexual behaviour and can prevent escalation. We work with parents, carers and other relevant agencies in following this approach.
Referral to Children’s Social Care
Where a child has been harmed, is at risk of harm or is in immediate danger, we will make a request for support to Children’s Social Care. Parents and carers are informed unless doing so may place a child at additional risk.
Where Children’s Social Care determines that a statutory assessment is not appropriate, we will consider what other support is needed and will make further referrals if we believe a child remains at risk.
Reporting to the Police
Where a report of rape, assault by penetration or sexual assault is made, we will report it to the police. This applies even if the alleged perpetrator is under ten years old — in which case the police will take a welfare rather than a criminal justice approach.
Where a criminal investigation is under way, we will work closely with the police and other agencies to ensure our actions do not jeopardise the investigation. We will continue to support all children involved throughout.

Support and Resources
The following resources are available to children, families and staff:
1. Shore Space (Lucy Faithfull Foundation) — a confidential chat service for young people concerned about their own or someone else’s sexual thoughts or behaviour: shoreproject.org.uk
1. NSPCC Helpline — for adults with concerns about a child: 0808 800 5000
1. Childline — for children: 0800 1111 or childline.org.uk
1. CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection) — for reporting online child sexual abuse: ceop.police.uk
1. The Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual Abuse (CSA Centre) — resources for education professionals: csacentre.org.uk
1. The Children’s Society — resources on preventing child sexual exploitation
1. Internet Watch Foundation — for reporting and removing illegal online images: iwf.org.uk

Key Personnel
	Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL): Mrs Marné Reynecke-Raybould (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads (DDSL): Ms Richardson, Mrs Anderson, Mrs Bishop
Safeguarding Governor: Mrs Hoxby
Chair of Governors: Rev. Brenda Brundritt



Review
This policy will be reviewed annually by staff and the Governing Body, or sooner if legislation or statutory guidance changes, or if a significant incident requires it. It is reviewed in conjunction with the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.

Signed by:
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The Chair of Governors

Date: 2nd July 2026
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