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Our Year 5 and 6 children had a fantastic trip to Oliver Cromwell's house in Ely a few weeks ago as 

part of their Crime and Punishment topic in History. The children were sent a script beforehand and 

took on the roles of different characters in a proper court hearing during the visit. We're pleased to 

report that, unlike in the 17th century, there was luckily no criminal punishment or being shipped to 

America for the accused!  

The visit linked brilliantly with our learning about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot, helping the 

children understand how crimes were punished during this period. The children have been learning 

about the harsh realities of the Bloody Code, where even minor crimes could result in the death 

penalty, and how different the justice system was compared to today. From Guy Fawkes' execution for 

treason to the hundreds of capital offences that existed during the 17th and 18th centuries, the children 

have gained a real understanding of just how severe punishments were in the past.  

It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to bring their history learning to life through drama 

and exploring this fascinating historical building. Why not ask your child if they can name three 

things that would have led to a death penalty during those times? You might be surprised by some of 

the answers! 

Year 5 and 6 Visit Oliver Cromwell's House  
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Our Year 5 and 6 children have been working brilliantly on their persuasive writing skills this week. 

They tackled the question "Can I draft a persuasive speech?" and the results have been impressive!  

The children explored real -world topics that matter to them, including writing persuasive pieces about 

school trips and longer lunch breaks. Their work demonstrates a strong understanding of persuasive 

techniques, including powerful opening statements, well - structured arguments with supporting evidence, 

and compelling conclusions. 

What's particularly pleasing is seeing the children's commitment to improving their work ς the green 

pen annotations show them actively self - correcting and refining their writing, a crucial skill for any 

budding author. They've shown they understand that good writing is about editing and making 

thoughtful improvements. 

Year 5 & 6 Master the Art of Persuasion!  



19th 

Sep-

Ashdon Primary School 

Newsletter 

Address: Bartlow Road; Ashdon; Essex; CB10 2HB   Tel: 01799584219   Email: admin@ashdon.essex.sch.uk 

24th October 2025 

What a fortnight of sporting achievement for our pupils! Last week, our children 

competed brilliantly in the Cross Country event against many larger schools, 

demonstrating exceptional determination and sportsmanship throughout. We're 

particularly thrilled to announce that Lyla has qualified for the next round ς a 

fantastic accomplishment. Well done, Lyla!  

This Thursday morning, Jupiter Class took to the court for a Dodgeball 

competition, where they not only thoroughly enjoyed themselves but also put on 

a phenomenal performance. Their agility, teamwork, and ball - dodging skills were 

truly impressive to watch.  

We're incredibly proud of all our pupils who represented the school with such 

enthusiasm and sporting spirit. Keep up the excellent work!  

Sports Round-Up: Cross Country and 

Dodgeball Success 
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Last Thursday, our Reception and Year 1 children from Mars class had a wonderful time visiting the library bus! 

The children were delighted when the library bus made its special journey all the way to Ashdon, bringing a 

treasure trove of books right to our doorstep.  

Our lucky Mars class explorers climbed aboard with Mrs Reynolds, Mrs Allen and Ms Lester, where they were 

greeted by shelves packed with exciting stories and colourful picture books. The children took their time browsing 

through the brilliant selection, carefully choosing their favourite books to take home and enjoy.  

The library bus service is a fantastic resource for our village, and we're so grateful that it travels to Ashdon 

regularly, giving our children access to such a wonderful variety of reading materials. What a brilliant 

opportunity for our young readers to discover new books and develop their love of reading!  

Well done, Mars class ς we can't wait to hear all about the stories you've chosen!  

Mars Class Visits the Library Bus  


